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HEARINGS ON STANDARDS 


Tentative standards for apricots, cherries and tomatoes 
formulated by the Food and Drug Administration under the pro- 
visions of the McNary-Mapes amendment were the subject of a 
public hearing at the U. S. Department of Agriculture on April 
13, which was well attended by representative canners. 

The tentative standards were discussed in detail and a con- 
siderable number of minor changes were suggested. The changes 
suggested for apricots would make the standards somewhat more 
rigid. A few changes were suggested in the tentative standards 
for unpitted cherries, but canners of pitted cherries felt that the 
standards for that product should be amplified and made definite 
suggestions with that in view. 

Considerable difference of opinion developed regarding the 
tentative standards for tomatoes, but these were ironed out for 
the most part as a result of the discussion. Some fear was ex- 
pressed that the Department might base actions under the new 
labeling law on the results of the examination of only a few 
cans, and some canners felt that the standards with respect to 
blemishes and amount of peel permitted should therefore be 
more liberal. Officials present gave assurance that a consider- 
able number of cans would be examined in each instance, and 
always a sufficient number to enable the Department to form an 
intelligent opinion of the character of the entire shipment. Con- 
siderable discussion developed with respect to the labeling that 
should be required on tomatoes packed with puree. 

A hearing was also held at San Francisco on Tuesday, April 
14, at which western canners were given opportunity to present 
their views on the proposed standards. 

The views and recommendations presented at the confer- 
ences by various canners were taken under advisement by the 
Food and Drug Administration, which will later announce the 
standards as finally approved. 
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CIRCULAR DESCRIBES TESTING APPARATUS 

The apparatus for testing tenderness and texture of canned 
fruits and vegetables, devised by the food control laboratory of 
the Food and Drug Administration, is described in Circular 164 
recently issued by the U. S. Department of Agriculture. 

The circular shows the machine to be of simple design and 
two illustrations make its structure sufficiently clear to enable 
the average skilled mechanic to reproduce it from relatively in- 
expensive materials. The Food and Drug Administration has 
filed an application for a public-service patent on the device 
which will permit any individual to construct it for his own use. 
The canning trade is interested in the apparatus and many can- 
ners have already made arrangements to supply themselves 
with it. 

Repeated tests have demonstrated that the machine reflects 
the consensus of expert graders as to what constitutes a stand- 
ard and a substandard canned pea, so far as tenderness is con- 
cerned, even in border-line cases. The results of one series of 
tests of this kind were presented at the last annual convention 
of the National Canners Association. 

Official standards, under the McNary-Mapes amendment, 
for canned peas, peaches, and pears, announced by the Secretary 
of Agriculture February 16 and to go into effect May 18, exactly 
define the measurements for tenderness for these canned foods, 
as established by tests with this machine. 

Copies of the circular may be obtained by canners upon 
application to the Food and Drug AaeRtEEITEM, Department 
of Agriculture, Washington, D. C. 


SMALLER SNAP BEAN ACREAGE 

The snap bean acreage planned for this year in the inter- 
mediate group of states is 12 per cent below the 1930 acreage 
and 6 per cent below the average for the previous five years, 
1925 to 1929. The total estimated acreage, harvested, planted 
and intended, in the four groups of states reported to date is 4 
per cent below last year’s acreage. About 90 per cent of the 
commercial acreage estimated for shipment in 19380 was grown 
in these states. 


PRESERVATIVES FOR FISH NETS 
A pamphlet on the application of preservatives to fish nets 
has been issued by the U. S. Bureau of Fisheries as Economic 
Circular No. 74. The circular results from the Bureau’s work 
on improvement of present methods of applying preservatives 
to insure uniform treatment, lessen labor, and minimize fire risk. 
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INTENDED KRAUT CABBAGE ACREAGE 

According to reports to the U. 8S. Department of Agricul- 
ture, the packers of kraut intend to grow or contract in 1931 an 
acreage of cabbage 28 per cent smaller than that of 1930. The 
indicated reduction is on that part of the crop actually grown or 
contracted by the packers themselves. No indications are yet 
available on the open market acreage which will be taken for 
kraut. If the open market acreage should show the same reduc- 
tion as the contract acreage, present indications would point to a 
total acreage for kraut of 19,800 acres in 1931 compared with 
27,470 acres harvested in 1930 and 20,610 acres in 1929. 

The table below gives the total acreages of cabbage for 
kraut (both contract and open market) estimated for harvest 
from 1925 to 1930, and the total acreage (contract and open 
market) which would result in 1931 should the packers carry 
out their present intentions and should the acreage taken on the 
open market be in line with the contract acreage. For compari- 
son, there is shown the harvested acreages in previous years. 


1925 1926 1927 1928 1929 1930 1931 

State Acres Acres Acres Acres Acres Acres Acres 
New York . . 2,170 3,000 3,000 5,400 6,000 9,000 6.500 
Ohio ... ; 1,410 1,850 2,500 2,250 2,700 3,300 2,210 
Indiana 220 1,000 860 730 1,080 1,400 1,220 
Illinois 420 360 360 670 670 800 680 
Michigan 1,190 1,500 1,530 1,620 1,700 2,030 1,730 
Wisconsin . 1,970 1,790 2,000 4,000 5,500 7,200 4,680 
Minnesota 420 420 430 430 500 540 400 
Colorado : 100 100 800 500 500 500 500 
Washington 830 380 260 260 820 820 210 
Other States* 590 900 40 1,400 1,640 2,380 1,780 
U. &. total .... 8,820 11,390 12,820 17,260 20610 27,470 19,800 


**“Other States” include Arkansas, Iowa, Maryland, Missouri, Montana, 
Nebraska, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Utah, and Virginia. 


A preliminary acreage report will be issued about July 9. 


INTENDED ACREAGE OF CUCUMBERS FOR PICKLES 

According to reports from pickle packers representing 60 
per cent of the total acreage of cucumbers for pickles harvested 
last year, the acreage.intended for 1931 is 25 per cent below the 
acreage harvested in 1930 and about 28 per cent below the 
acreage planted last year. If present intentions materialize, the 
total acreage planted in 1931 will be 82,020 acres compared with 
109,880 acres harvested in 1930, and with an average of 77,170 
acres for the five-year period 1925-1929. 

This report is not an estimate of the acreage that will finally 
be planted. It is, rather, an indication of the acreage intended 
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on April 1, and assumes that the change indicated in the 60 per 
cent of the acreage reported is representative of the whole acre- 
age. The acreage actually planted may differ from present indi- 
cations, depending upon weather conditions, economic factors 
and the possible effect of this report upon packers’ plans. The 
table below gives the total acreages harvested from 1925 to 1930 
and the total acreage intended for 1931 as indicated by packers’ 
reports. 


In- 

tended 

1925, 1926 1927 1928 1920 1930 

State Acres Acres Acres Acres Acres Acres Acres 
Massachusetts 700 700 560 
New York 4,400 3,700 3.450 3,700 3,030 4,770 8,820 
Ohio 2.250 1,600 1,750 1,700 1,730 3,000 2.340 
Indiana 8,430 7,250 6,800 1.870 0,000 12,500 0,750 
Illinois 1,630 {40 1.560 1250 1,400 1,000 
Michigan BOS1LO 25,080 17,350 22.840 21,000 20,000 21,000 
Wisconsin 20,000 11,050 6.800 10,100 11,310 17,500 14,350 
Minnesota 440 3,000 3,060 3.500 3.0500 1,500 2.500 
lowa 2,850 800 270 1,500 2,200 4,000 3,700 
Missouri 1,050 2,800 670 2,300 2.350 2.800 1,680 
Maryland 1,450 1,500 1,800 1,350 
Virginia 800 1,350 GSO 
Kentucky ‘ 1,220 1,190 1,500 1,200 
Mississippi 4,500 5,000 7,100 4,260 
Louisiana ‘ 60 1,600 900 
Colorado 3.500 2.000 3.130 2.200 2,000 2.800 2,180 
Washington O70 530 410 460 10 700 500 
Oregon ... ‘ 1,320 2,060 1,270 
California 8,210 2000 2,120 2,760 2,710 8,440 2,920 
Other States* 13,110 9460 10,680 4,640 3.550 4,060 8,720 
U. 8. total 108,210 72,520 57,450 74,490 78,170 100,880 82,020 


* “Other States” include Alabama, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Nebraska, 
North Carolina, Pennsylvania, South Dakota, Utah, and Wyoming. 


A preliminary acreage report will be issued about July 9. 


BUSINESS CONDITiONS 

For the week ended April 11 weekly figures available to the 
Department of Commerce show that bank debits outside New 
York City declined slightly from the preceding week and were 
lower than the same period in 1930. Total loans and discounts 
of Federal reserve member banks were smaller than both com- 
parative periods. Interest rates for both time and call money 
were higher than the preceding week but as compared with the 
same period a year ago were considerably lower. The number of 
commercial failures, as reported by R. G. Dun & Co., were less 
numerous than the previous week, but were slightly in excess of 
the number reported for the same week last year. 


Wholesale prices, as measured by Fisher’s, a composite of 
120 commodities, remained at practically the same level as a 
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week ago, but as compared with the same period in 1930, were 
considerably lower. 


Car Loapines 


Merchandise 
Total Miscellaneous L,C. L. Other 
Week ended April 4........ 728,511 284,082 225,463 219,016 
Preceding week............. 740,079 286,951 222,528 230,600 
Corresponding week, 1930.... 908,059 378,302 254,916 274,841 
Corresponding week, 1929.... 958,225 407,208 267,142 283,875 


EMPLOYMENT IN MARCH 


The combined totals of 15 major industrial groups reporting 
to the Bureau of Labor Statistics show practically no change in 
employment in March as compared with February, the actual 
change having been a loss of 129 employees over the month’s 
interval, or three thousandths of 1 per cent. Pay roll totals in- 
creased 0.7 per cent. These groups in March had 4,649,112 em- 
ployees, whose combined earnings in one week were $116,282,266. 

Increased employment in March was shown in 6 of the 15 
industrial groups, among them being canning and preserving, 
with a gain of 9.7 per cent. Decreased employment was shown 
in each of the remaining 9 groups. 


DRIED BEAN INVESTIGATION POSTPONED 
Numerous parties interested having requested a postpone- 
ment of the hearing in the dried bean investigation, the U. S. 
Tariff Commission has decided to accede to their request and has 
announced the postponement of the hearing to a date to be here- 
after announced, probably in September or October. 


TRUCK CROP MARKETS 

Combined forwardings of 26 leading fruits and vegetables 
decreased further to 15,660 cars during the week ended April 
11, according to the U. S. Market News Service, and were slightly 
less than last spring. 

Total output of Florida citrus fruits this season is expected 
to exceed 70,000 cars, thereby breaking previous records. Move- 
ment of grapefruit the past week increased to 1,060 cars, or 
nearly twice as many as during the same period last season. 
Orange forwardings from Florida held steady at 680 cars for the 
week, while California shipments decreased to 1,300 cars. Mixed- 
citrus fruit totaled nearly 300 cars. 

California outside Imperial Valley has a large crop of 2,486,- 
000 bushels of green peas, 50 per cent more than last spring. 
Shipments from central California increased last week to 250 
cars, and the season opened in Mississippi also. Virginia is now 
surpassing Texas as a source of spinach. Only 120 cars came 
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from southern Texas and 205 from the Norfolk section of 
Virginia. 

Apparently the California asparagus movement is well past 
its peak, as shipments decreased to 375 cars. The southeastern 
season has been delayed; only 7 cars moved from Georgia and 
27 from South Carolina during the seven-day period. 


CARLOT SHIPMENTS 
Ty Mar. 20- April Totalthis ‘Total last Total 


“11 April4 6-12 season to season to last 
Commodity 1931 1931 1930 April 11 April 12 season 

Apples, total ... 665 973 935 104,777 98,335 102,801 

BRastern states.... 152 223 335 42,161 49,019 51,430 

Western states . 5138 750 600 62,616 48,416 51,802 
Asparagus .. 414 515 425 2,007 1,573 2,780 
Beans, snap and lima 158 154 231 2,780 3,142 9,557 
Beets ; 74 39 07 
Cabbage : 

1931 season 674 814 on 10,282 TAIT 38,118 

1930 season . 88 6 44,201 44,201 
Carrots: 

1931 season 220 242 $21 5,02 6,148 11,972 

1930 season . 41 48 2s 11,072 11,053 12,149 
Cauliflower 166 136 312 8.078 9,061 9,535 
Pears 44 58 28,560 21,002 21,147 
Peas, green 250 178 202 2,049 1,326 6,800 
Peppers: 

Domestic 38 62 Ho 1,335 715 2,794 

Imports 23 15 23 300 410 477 
Spinach wi 330 349 336 8,054 7,083 9,638 
Strawberries 253 820 106 1,906 2,112 10,664 
Tomatoes : 

Domestic 140 148 362 2,171 2,700 338,491 

Imports .. 330 407 410 4,608 5,057 6,850 
Vegetables, mixed: 

Domestic 703 729 ono 10,000 10,671 31,084 

Imports 13 19 14 248 204 i 


WEATHER CONDITIONS 


The weather of the week ended April 14 was characterized 
by an almost complete lack of storms, according to the report of 
the U. S. Weather Bureau. Rainfall was light, and was largely 
confined to central and eastern sections, with clear weather gen- 
eral in other parts of the country. Temperatures were not un- 
usually low, while toward the close of the week maxima of well 
over 80 degrees were reported from the central Great Plains and 
the western Lake region. 

The warm weather and mostly light rains made nearly ideal 
conditions for field work throughout the country. Vegetation 
responded rapidly to the warmth and in those sections where 
moisture was adequate made unusually good advance. 

Planting operations were favored in central sections, and 
preparation of the soil advanced rapidly, with this work com- 
pleted in some parts. The supply of moisture is now adequate 
for all present needs throughout the region, while in some areas 


i 
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spring work was delayed by wet soil. In the extreme Southwest 
conditions are seriously dry, with almost continuous sunshine 
and high temperatures very unfavorable for most crops. 


JAPANESE TO RESTRICT CANNED CRAB PACK 

An endeavor will be made during the coming season to 
restrict the Japanese output of canned crabmeat to a total of 
200,000 cases of No. 1 and No. 2 grades, according to the Ameri- 
can trade commissioner at Tokyo. Some 200,000 cases of the 
1930 pack have been carried over to this year. 

A cablegram under date of April 9 from the American com- 
mercial attache at Tokyo states that the Japanese canned crab 
manufacturers are planning a joint sales company with Mitsu- 
bishi as sole agent. 


COLD STORAGE HOLDINGS OF FRUIT 
Frozen and preserved fruits in cold storage on April 1 
totaled 60,745,000 pounds, as compared with 38,554,000 pounds 
on April 1 a year ago, and a five-year average of 37,417,000 
pounds. Cold storage holdings of fruit are reported as follows 
by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics: 


April 1, April 1, 5-year 
Apples: 1931 030 average 
Barrels ....... 201,000 481,000 845,000 
Boxes ... 6,835,000 4,790,000 4,920,000 
Pears: 
Baskets .. 8,000 3,000 15,000 
Frozen and preserved fruit (pounds)... 60,745,000 38,554,000 37,417,000 


STANDARDS FOR FRESH SPINACH REVISED 
U. 8. standards for fresh spinach for canning (1931) were 
issued on April 10 by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics. 
The standards for grades are as follows: 


U. S. No. 1 shall consist of spinach which is free from decay, grass, 
weeds, yellow leaves, roots, and worms, and from damage caused by mildew, 
seedstems, seedbuds, coarse stalks, wood, muck chips, insects, dirt, or other 
foreign material. 

In order to allow for variations incident to proper handling, the fol- 
lowing tolerances shall be permitted for grade defects: 

For decay, grass, small weeds, and yellow leaves, not more than fifteen 
(15) pieces are permitted in a one hundred (100) ounce sample. 

For damage by wood, muck chips, or other hard foreign material, no 
tolerance is permitted. 

For roots, large weeds, and damage by mildew, seedstems, seedbuds, 
coarse stalks, insects, dirt or other foreign material, not more than five 
(5) ounces are permitted in a one hundred (100) ounce sample. 

No tolerance is permitted for worms. 

U. S. No. 2 shall consist of spinach which meets all the requirements 
of U. S. No. 1 grade except that the following tolerances shall be permitted 
for grade defects: 
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or decay, grass, small weeds, and yellow leaves, not more than forty 
(40) yt are permitted in a one hundred (100) ounce sample. 

For damage by wood, muck chips, or other hard foreign material, not 
more than one (1) piece over one-half inch in length is permitted in a one 
hundred (100) ounce sample. 

For roots, large weeds, and damage by mildew, seedstems, seedbuds, 
coarse stalks, insects, dirt, or other foreign material, not more than ten 
(10) ounces are permitted in a one hundred (100) ounce sample. 

No tolerance is permitted for worms. 


U. S. No. 3 shall consist of spinach which is free from worms and 
from damage caused by mildew, decay or insects. 

A tolerance of 25 per cent, by weight, shall be permitted for spinach 
which fails to meet the requirements of this grade but no part of this tol- 
erance shall be allowed for spinach which contains worms. 


Unclassified shall consist of spinach whiclt does not conform to the 
requirements of any of the foregoing grades. 
PACIFIC COD FISHERIES BULLETIN 


The Pacific cod fisheries are the subject of an illustrated 
bulletin of about 100 pages, written by John M. Cobb, of the 
University of Washington and issued by the U. S. Bureau of 
Fisheries as Document No. 1014. The bulletin furnishes a nat- 
ural history of the cod, a description of the banks frequented by 
this species of fish, history of the Pacific cod fisheries, the prepa- 
ration of cod for the market, and statistics of the operations of 
the cod fleet. The bulletin also provides a bibliography. 


SURVEY OF IDAHO CHERRY ORCHARDS 


The results of a survey of cherry orchards on 330 farms in 
the Lewiston district of Idaho during the summer of 1928 are 
presented in Bulletin No. 171 of the Agricultural Experiment 
Station at Moscow. The bulletin furnishes data on climate and 
topography, the variety, number and age of trees, planting sys- 
tems, pollination, irrigation, pruning, tillage, diseases and pests, 
and harvesting, packing, and shipping. 
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